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SUBJECT: INCIDENT AT PRAYER MEETING IN KNCC BUILDING ON MARCH 1 

REF: SEOUL 1666 

SUMMARY. INDEPENDENCE DAY MARKED BY TENSION AND HEAVY 
POLICE SURVEILLANCE BUT ONLY TWO MINOR INCIDENTS. END SUMMARY 

1 . INDEPENDENCE DAY MARCH 1. WHICH WAS ALSO ANNIVERSARY OF 
MYONGDONG DECLARATION, SAW EXTRAORDINARY DISPLAY OF POLICE 
PRESENCE IN SEOUL AND MAJOR CITIES THROUGHOUT REPUBLIC BUT 
NO MAJOR INCIDENTS DEVELOPED. SO FAR ONLY TWO CASES PHYSICAL 
CONFRONTATION HAVE BEEN REPORTED. ONE IN KWANGJU CONSISTED 
OF A MINOR SHOVING MATCH BETWEEN POLICE AND YOUTHS OUTSIDE 
A CHURCH WITH NO CASUALTIES OR ARRESTS. THE OTHER IN SEOUL 
(REPORTED REFTEL) INVOLVED POLICE MANHANDLING TWO WOMEN 
ASSOCIATED WITH MYONGDONGCASE - MISS YI U CHONG AND MRS. 

MUN IK-HWAN. 

2. PRAYER MEETING HELD IN MYONGDONG CATHEDRAL EVENING 
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OF MARCH 1 WENT OFF QUIETLY, ALTHOUGH STRONG STATEMENTS 
CALLING FOR RELEASE MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS AND RENEWAL OF 
DEMOCRACY WERE MADE. IT WAS ANNOUNCED AT MEETING THAT 
13 PRIESTS FROM OUTSIDE SEOUL WHO HAD WISHED TO ATTEND 
MEETING HAD BEEN PREVENTED FROM DOING SO BY POLICE. EMBOFF 
CHECKED WITH CARDINAL'S OFFICE AFTERNOON MARCH 2 TO CONFIRM 
CHURCH’S UNDERSTANDING THAT PRIESTS IN QUESTION ARE NOT 
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BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ARRESTED BUT IMPEDED FROM PARTICI 
PATION AT MEETING. THEY ARE NOT BELIEVED TO BE IN CUSTODY 
NOW. 

3. MOST STRIKING ASPECT OF DAY'S EVENTS WAS WEIGHT AND 
THOROUGHNESS OF POLICE SURVEILLANCE. ALL MYONGDONG DEFEN- 
DANTS NOT INCARCERATED AND FAMILIES OF MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS 
WERE WATCHED CLOSELY. AT TIMES ACCESS TO THEM BY VISITORS 
WAS CUT OFF OR THEY WERE PREVENTED FROM LEAVING THEIR HOMES. 
AT OTHER TIMES THEY WERE PERMITTED TO ATTEND MEETINGS 
ALTHOUGH POLICE ACCOMPANIED THEM. 

4. KNCC HAS COMPILED LIST OF 35 PERSONS WHO ARE UNDER 
INTENSIVE SURVEILLANCE. KIM KWAN SUK, SECGEN KNCC, HAS 
MADE ORAL PROTEST TO KCIA OFFICIAL AND HAS PROMISED THAT 
KNCC WILL FOLLOW UP WITH FORMAL PUBLIC PROTEST IF THIS 
"INHUMANE" PRESSURE CONTINUED. KCIA OFFICIAL SAID HE 
THOUGHT DEGREE OF SURVEILLANCE WOULD PROBABLY BE RELAXED 
SOON AND INVITED KIM TO DISCUSSION OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

KIM SAID HE REFUSED TO MEET WITH ANY ROKG OFFICIALS UNTIL 
SURVEILLANCE RELAXED. 

5. MRS. FAYE MUN (MRS. MUN TONG-HWAN) REPORTS THAT SHE 
DID NOT GO TO HER HOME ON EVENING OF FEBRUARY 28, BUT 
THAT NEIGHBORS LATER TOLD HER THAT POLICE WERE IN THE 
VICINITY OF HER HOUSE. MRS. MUN WAS, HOWEVER, NEITHER 
DETAINED NOR IMPEDED IN HER MOVEMENTS AS OTHER RELATIVES 
OF DEFENDANTS WERE. 
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6. COMMENT: POLICE ALERT LIKELY TO CONTINUE FOR SEVERAL 
WEEKS ALTHOUGH NOT AT LEVEL DISPLAYED MARCH 1. POLICE ARE 
DEMONSTRATING THEIR DETERMINATION AND APPEAR TO BE DISCOURAG- 
ING BREACHES OF PUBLIC ORDER. AT SAME TIME THERE IS RISK 

THAT BY ITS OWN ACTIONS ROKG COULD CONTRIBUTE TO CREATION 
OF INCIDENT IT MOST HOPES TO AVOID. 
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